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March 1997

Chairman Reed Hundt and FCC Commissioners

c/o Federal Communications Commission BOCK,- _

1919 M Street N. W., Room 222 cThg Copy
Washington, DC 20554

RIGINA;

Dear Chairman Hundt and Commissioners:

RE: CS Docket No. 97 - 55, FCC 97 - 34

I am writing on behalf of the National PTA and the Robert D. Wilson PTA, Inc. to voice my opposition to the v-chip
rating system as presented by Jack Valenti, Chair of the TV Rating Implementation Group, on January 17, 1997. The
rating symbol on the TV screen does not provide sufficient content information so that parents can make decisions
about what is appropriate TV programming for their children. Major surveys released this fall which demonstrate
overwhelming parent preference for a rating system that gives parents information about the content of programs were
conducted by the National PTA, U. S. News and World Report, and Media Studies Center/Roper. Parents do not want
the TV industry to interpret what is best for their children, Parents want to make those choices themselves based on

content information about the program. Any rating system without content descriptions on the screen and publicized in
periodicals that carry TV scheduling is useless.

The FCC, by law, is required to determine whether the industry's rating system has met statutory requirements of the

Telecommunications Act of 1996. I do not believe this system does so and ask that the FCC not approve the industry
rating system. Instead, we request the following:

That under no circumstances should the FCC approve the industry's rating system. Further, the FCC should
accept no rating system that does not include content information about programs such as V (for violence),
S (for sexual depiction and nudity) and L (for language);

That the FCC require a V-chip band broad enough that would allow parents to receive more than one rating
system;

That the rating icon on the TV screen be made larger, more prominently placed on the screen, and appear more
frequently during the course of a program;

That the rating board be independent of the industry and the FCC and that it include parents, and

That any rating system approved by the FCC be evaluated by independent research to determine if it meets the
needs of parents.

Thank you for this opportunity to comment on an issue so important to children and families.

Sincerely,
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Virginia E. Natali
P. 0. Box 1138
Chester, CA 96020
March 20, 1997

s}
oA ) em
G Crene Iy
P 1, /" . ;
Chairman Reed Hundt and FCC Commissioners bu 'w‘p,/ (}Hlﬁ /
¢/o Federal Communications Commission Gy
1919 M Street N.W., Room 222 i

Washington, DC 20554

Dear Chairman Hundt and Commissioners:

RE: CS Docket No. 97-95, FCC 97-34

As the president of 30" District PTA serving four counties in northeastern California and as the parent of
12 and 14 year old daughters, I am writing in opposition to the v-chip rating system as presented by Jack
Valenti, Chair of the TV Rating Implementation Group, on January 17, 1997.

As a parent, I want to make choices based on content information about the program. As an example, a
movie rating of “PG-13” does not give me enough information to make informed choices. With that

rating, I have let my children watch movies which I found thoroughly objectionable and have forbidden
them from watching truly wonderful films,

I do not believe that the industry’s rating system meets the statutory requirements of the
Telecommunications Act of 1996.

On behalf of other parents like myself, both PTA members and non-PTA members, I urge you to institute
a rating system which allow parents to make well informed choices, as is our responsibility as parents. To
meet the needs of parents, we request the following:

¢ That you accept no rating system which does not include content information about programs such as
V for violence, S for sexuality and nudity and L for language.
¢ That the FCC require a V-chip band broad enough to receive more than one rating system;

¢ That the rating be independent of the industry and the FCC, and that it include parent representation,
and

o That any rating system approved by the FCC be evaluated by independent research to determine if it
meets the needs of parents.

Thank you for your consideration of these issues which are critical to our families.

Sincerely,

/ e Matak;

Virginia Natali
President 30™ District PTA
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Chairman Reed Hundt and FCC Commissioners
c/o Federal Communications Commission

1919 M. Street N.-W_, Room 222

Washington, DC 20554

March 21, 1997
Dear Chairman Hundt and Commissioners:
RE: CS Docket No. 97-55, FCC 97-34

I am writing on behalf of the National PTA and the Lakeview PTA in Brigham City, Utah to
voice my opposition to the v-chip rating system as presented by Jack Valenti, Chair of the TV
Rating Implementation Group, on January 17, 1997. This rating system and symbol on the
screen does not provide enough content information so that parents can make decisions about
what is appropriate for their children to be watching on TV. I would like to see a rating that 1s
more specific about what the content is so that as a parent 1 can decide what is appropriate for
my children to watch. Any rating system that does not have a content description on the screen

or in periodicals that carry TV scheduling is useless. I want to interpret what is best for my
children, I don’t want the TV industry to do that for me.

Sincerely,
295 East 800 South #10

Brigham City, UT 84302
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March 1997

Chairman Reed Hundt and FCC Commissioners
c¢/o Federal Communications Commission

1919 M Street N.W. , Room 222

Washington, D.C. 20554

Dear Chairman Hundt and Commissioners:

RE: CS Docket No. 97-35, FCC 97-34

I am writing on behalf of the National PTA and the Davidson School PTA in Kansas City,
Missouri, to voice my opposition to the v-chip rating system as presented by Jack Valenti, Chair of
the TV Rating Implementation Group, on January 17, 1997. The rating symbol on the TV screen
does not provide sufficient content information so that parents can make decisions about what is
appropriate TV programming for their children. Major surveys released this fall which
demonstrate overwhelming parent preference for a rating system that give parents information
about the content of programs were conducted by the National PTA, U.S. News and World Report,
and Media Studies Center/Roper. Parents do not want the TV industry to interpret what is best for
their children. Parents want to make those choices themselves based on content information about
the program. Any rating system without content descriptions on the screen and publicized in
periodicals that carry TV scheduling is useless.

The FCC, by law, is required to determine whether the industry’s rating system has met statutory
requirements of the Telecommunications Act of 1996. I do not believe this system does so and ask
that the FCC not approve the industry rating system. Instead, I request the following:

¢ That under no circumstances should the FCC approve the industry’s rating system. Further,
the FCC should accept no rating system that does not include content information about
programs such as V (for violence), S (for sexual depiction and nudity), and L (for language);

o That the FCC require a V-chip band broad enough that would allow parents to receive more
than one rating system;

e That the rating icon on the TV screen be made larger, more prominently placed on the screen,
and appear more frequently during the course of a program;

e That the rating board be independent of the industry and the FCC and that it include parents;
and

e That any rating system approved by the FCC be evaluated by independent research to
determine if it meets the needs of parents.

Thank you for this opportunity to comment on an issue so important to children and families.
Sincerely,

Rl Hadrlierk )
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March 10, 1997

Chairman Reed Hundt and FCC Commissioners
c/o Federal Communications Commission

1919 M Street N.W_, Room 222

Washington, DC 20554

Dear Chairman Hundt and Commissioners:

RE: CS Docket No. 97-55, FCC 97-34

I am writing on behalf of the National PTA and the Georgia PTA to voice my opposition to the v-
chip rating system as presented by Jack Valenti, Chair of the TV Rating Implementation Group,
on January 17, 1997. The rating symbol on the TV screen does not provide sufficient content
information so that parents can make decisions about what is appropriate TV programming for
their children. Major surveys released this fall which demonstrate overwhelming parent
preference for a rating system that gives parents information about the content of programs were
conducted by the National PTA, U. S. News and World Report, and Media Studies Center/Roper.
Parents do not want the TV industry to interpret what is best for their children. Parents want to
make those choices themselves based on content information about the program. Any rating

system without content descriptions on the screen and publicized in periodicals that carry TV
scheduling is useless.

The FCC, by law, is required to determine whether the industry’s rating system has met statutory
requirements of the Telecommunications Act of 1996. 1 do not believe this system does so and
ask that the FCC not approve the industry rating system. Instead, we request the following:

o That under no circumstances should the FCC approve the industry’s rating system. Further,
the FCC should accept no rating system that does not include content information about
programs such as V(for violence), S (for sexual depiction and nudity) and L (for language);

o That the FCC require a V-chip bank broad enough that would allow parents to receive more

than one rating system,

That the rating icon on the TV screen be made larger, more prominently placed on the screen,

and appear more frequently during the course of a program;

o That the rating board be independent of the industry and the FCC and that it include parents;
and

o That any rating system approved by the FCC be evaluated by independent research to
determine if it meets the needs of parents.

Thank you for this opportunity to comment on an issue so important to children and families.

Sincerely,
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March 22, 1997

Chairman Reed Hundt and FCC Commissioners
clo Federal Communication Commission
1919 M Street N.W., Room 222

CKET

cTRiE o
Washington, DC 20554 £ CO’D y 0H/C~
Dear Chairman Hundt and Commissioners:

RE: CS Docket No. 97-565, FCC 97-34

| am writing on behalf of the National PTA and my family, to voice my opposition to the v-
chip rating system as presented by Jack Valenti, Chair of the TV Rating implementation
Group, on January 17, 1997. The rating symbol on the TV screen does not provide
sufficient content information so that parents can make decisions about what is
appropriate TV programming for their children. Children develop at different ages in
different content areas. What is appropriate for a eight year old in one family, may not
be appropriate in another family. Parents must have the right to decide what their child
can handle, and what they want them to be exposed to.

The FCC, by law, is required to determine whether the industry’s rating system has met
statutory requirements of the Telecommunications Act of 1996. | do not believe this

system does so and ask that the FCC not approve the industry rating system. Instead |
request the following:

* That under no circumstances should the FCC approve the industry’s rating system.
Further, the FCC should accept no rating system that does not include content

information about programs such as V (for violence), S (for sexual depiction and nudity)
and L (for language);

* That the FCC require a V-chip band broad enough that would allow parents to receive
more than one rating system;

* That the rating icon on the TV screen be made larger, more prominently piaced on the
screen, and appear more frequently during the course of a program;

* That the rating board be independent of the industry and the FCC and that it include
parents; and

* That any rating system approved by the FCC be evaluated by independent research to
determine if it meets the needs of parents.

Please remember that families are the base of America, each one is different, this should
be reflected by the rating system. Thank you.

gﬂ” L& M Oﬁk%¥

Sally McHu
P.O.Box 879
Port Ewen, NY 12466
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March 1997

Chairman Rced Hundt and FCC Commissioners
c/o Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street NW., Room 222
Washington, DC 20554 .
DOCKET FILE COPY ORIGH.

Dear Chairman Hundt and Commissioners:
RE: CS Docket No. 97-55, FCC 97-34

I am writing on behalf of the National PTA to voice my opposition to the v-chip rating system as
presented by Jack Valenti, Chair of the TV Rating Implementation Group, on January 17, 1997. The
rating symbol on the TV screen does not provide sufficient content information so that parents can make
decisions about what is appropriate TV programming for their children. Major surveys released this fall
which demonstrate overwhelming parent preference for a rating system that gives parents information
about the content of programs were conducted by the National PTA, U.S. News and World Report, and
Media Studies Center/Roper. Parents do not want the TV industry to interpret what is best for their
children. Parents want to make those choices themselves based on content information about the
program. Any rating system without content descriptions on the screen and publicized in periodicals that
carry TV scheduling is useless.

The FCC, by law, is required to determine whether the industry’s rating system has met statutory

requirements of the Telecommunications Act of 1996. I do not believe this system does so and ask that

the FCC not approve the industry rating system._ Instead, we request the following:

e That under no circumstances should the FCC approve the industry’s rating system. Further, the FCC
should accept no rating system that does not include content information about programs such as V
(for violence), S (for sexual depiction and nudity) and L ( for language);

¢ That the FCC require a V-chip band broad cnough that would altow parents to receive more than one
rating system;

¢ That the rating icon on the TV screen be made larger, more prominently placed on the screen, and
appear more frequently during the course of a program;

* That the rating board be independent of the industry and the FCC and that it includes parents; and

®  That any rating system approved by the FCC be evaluated by indcpendent research to determine if it
meets the needs of parents.

Thank you for this opportunity to comment on an issue so important to children and families.

Sincerely,
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Dear Bessemer Friends,
The National PTA has issued a "call to action" which we would like to share with you.

There is a big argument right now about changing the rating system for television programs, which
is much like the movie rating system we have now. (Have you noticed the ratings symbols in the
left-hand comer of your tv screen?) There is a BIG difference of opinion between the television
people and the national PTA about how these television ratings should work.

The television industry wants these ratings to reflect the ages THEY think your child should be
before he or she watches a certain program. The National PTA believes a TV rating should
include a description of the program's content so parents can decide if it is okay for their
child to watch. The National PTA does not believe age-based ratings are enough. They don't
give parents enough information. (Maybe the television industry thinks 10-year-olds should not be
affected by bad language in a show, but maybe YOU don't agree.)

The National PTA is asking every PTA and PTA member to send a letter to the FCC, which will

decide whether or not to change the current system. Vote for change! Ask for a ratings system
based on content descriptions! The address:

Chairman Reed Hundt & FCC Commissioners
Federal Communications Commission

1919 M Street, N.W., Room 222

Washington, DC 20554

To be counted, our letters must reach the FCC no later than April 8, 1997. Join us!

With your help we can make the TV ratings system more useful for your family, and for all
families throughout the U.S.

Vote for change!

. Gl ; (
Jivg Willians, al Wlpe Lede,
OTA  Co- {retidands

Bessmen ow wfay Selael 0y Huffie ML et
SRR foC 274oeg

ce. e
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dndrews Elementary P.T.A.
gnd, TX. 78374

| DOCKET P ¢ COPY ORIV
FCC Commissioners o

2 s Commission
M Street N.W., Room 222

hington, DC 20554

] Chalrman Hundt and Commissioners:
CS Docket No. 97-55, FCC 97-34

Th f’letter is written on behalf of the National PTA and the Andrews Elementary PTA of
Portland, Texas to voice opposition to the v-chip rating system as presented by Jack Valenti, Chair
of the TV Rating Implementation Group, on January 17, 1997. The rating symbol on the TV
screen does not provide sufficient content information so that parents can make decisions about
what is appropriate TV programming for their children. Parents do not want the TV industry to

interpret what is best for their children. Parents want to make those choices themselves based on
j;ent information about the program.

T FCC, by law, is required to determine whether the industry's rating system has met statutory
ulrements of the Telecommunications Act of 1996. We do not believe this system does so and
as‘k that the FCC not approve the industry's rating system. We request the following:

*That the FCC should not approve the industry's rating system and should accept no rating system
that does not include content information about programs such as V (for violence), S (sexual
depiction and nudity) and L (for language);

*That the FCC require a V-chip band broad enough that would allow parents to receive more than
one rating system;

*That the rating icon on the TV screen be made larger, more prominently placed on the screen,
and appear more frequently during the course of the program;

*That the rating board be independent of the industry and the FCC and that'it include parents;
and

*That any rating system g
if it meets the needs of par

pproved by the FCC be gvaluated by independent research to determine

ﬂi“ﬁg
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March 1997

Chairman Reed Hundt and FCC Commissioners
c/o Federal Communications Commission

1919 M Street N.W. , Room 222

Washington, D.C. 20554

Dear Chairman Hundt and Commissioners:
RE: CS Docket No. 97-55, FCC 97-34

I am writing on behalf of the National PTA and the Davidson School PTA in Kansas City,
Missouri, to voice my opposition to the v-chip rating system as presented by Jack Valenti, Chair of
the TV Rating Implementation Group, on January 17, 1997. The rating symbol on the TV screen
does not provide sufficient content information so that parents can make decisions about what is
appropriate TV programming for their children. Major surveys released this fall which
demonstrate overwhelming parent preference for a rating system that give parents information
about the content of programs were conducted by the National PTA, U.S. News and World Report,
and Media Studies Center/Roper. Parents do not want the TV industry to interpret what is best for
their children. Parents want to make those choices themselves based on content information about

the program. Any rating system without content descriptions on the screen and publicized in
periodicals that carry TV scheduling is useless.

The FCC, by law, is required to determine whether the industry’s rating system has met statutory
requirements of the Telecommunications Act of 1996. 1do not believe this system does so and ask
that the FCC not approve the industry rating system. Instead, I request the following:

That under no circumstances should the FCC approve the industry’s rating system. Further,
the FCC should accept no rating system that does not include content information about
programs such as V (for violence), S (for sexual depiction and nudity), and L (for language);

That the FCC require a V-chip band broad enough that would allow parents to receive more
than one rating system; ‘

That the rating icon on the TV screen be made larger, more prominently placed on the screen,
and appear more frequently during the course of a program;

That the rating board be independent of the industry and the FCC and that it include parents;
and

e That any rating system approved by the FCC be evaluated by independent research to
determine if it meets the needs of parents.

Thank you for this opportunity to comment on an issue so important to children and families.
Sincerely,

Brsd ¢ Vihnio lndecson)
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Chairman Reed Hundt and FCC Commissioners

¢/0 Federal Communications Commussion

1919 M. Street N. W., Room 222 COCKeT y -
Washington, DC 20554 e (0) f ORIy "

Dear Chairman Hundt and Commissioners:
RE: CS Docket No. 97-55, FCC 97-34

I am writing on behalf of the National PTA and the Lomond View, Weber District,
Utah State PTA to voice my opposition to the v-chip rating system as presented by

Jack Valenti, Chair of the TV Rating Implementation Group, on January 17, 1997.

The Rating symbol on the TV screen does not provide sufficient content information

so that parents oan make decisions about what is appropriate TV programming for

their children. Major surveys released this fall which demonstrate overwhelming parent
preference for a rating system that gives parents information about the content of programs
were conducted by the National PTA, U.S. News and World Report, and Media studies
Center/Roper. Parents do not want the TV industry to interpret what is best for their
children. Parents want to make those choices themselves based on content information
about the program. Any rating system without content descriptions on the screen and
publicized in periodicals that carry TV scheduling is useless.

The FCC, by law, is required to determine whether the industry's rating system has met
statutory requirements of the Telecommunications Act of 1996. I do not believe this system

does so and ask that the FCC not approve the industry rating system. Instead we request
the following:

That under no circumstances should the FCC approve the industry's rating system. Further,
the FCC should accept no rating system that does not include content information about
programs such V (for violence), S (for sexual depiction and nudity) and L (for language);

That the FCC require a V-chip band broad enough that would allow parents to receive
more than one rating system:

That the rating icon on ‘the TV screen be made larger, more prominently placed on the
screen, and appear more frequently during the course of a program;

That the rating board be independent of the industry and the FCC, and that it include
parents and,

That any rating system approved by the FCC be evaluated by independent research to
determine if it meets the needs of parents.

Thank you for this opportunity to comment on an issue so important to children and
families.
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dndrews Elementary P.T.A.
and, TX. 78374

U 'C Commissioners

ageral ns Commission DOCKETF Cop Y CRioiv
i@ Street N.W., Room 222 GiNay.
hington, DC 20554

i Chairm%m Hundt and Commissioners:
LCS Docket No. 97-55, FCC 97-34

S letter is written on behalf of the National PTA and the AndrewsElementary-PTA of
Portland, Texas to voice opposition to the v-chip rating system as presented by Jack Valenti, Chair
of the TV Rating Implementation Group, on January 17, 1997. The rating symbol on the TV
screen does not provide sufficient content information so that parents can make decisions about
what is appropriate TV programming for their children. Parents do not want the TV industry to

iqte;pret what is best for their children. Parents want to make those choices themselves based on
pntent information about the program.

,e FCC, by law, is required to determine whether the industry's rating system has met statutory
fulremen ts of the Telecommunications Act of 1996. We do not believe this system does so and
ask that the FCC not approve the industry's rating system. We request the following:

*That the FCC should not approve the industry's rating system and should accept no rating system
that does not include content information about programs such as V (for violence), S (sexual
depiction and nudity) and L (for language);

*That the FCC require a V-chip band broad enough that would allow parents to receive more than
one rating system;

*That the rating icon on the TV screen be made larger, more prominently placed. on the screen,
and appear more frequently during the course of the program;

*That the rating board be independent of the industry and the FCC and that it include parents;
and

*That any rating system g
if it meets the needs of par

oproved by the FCC be evaluated by independent research to determine
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Thi§ letter is written on behalf of the National PTA and the AndrewsElementary PTA of
Portland, Texas to voice opposition to the v-chip rating system as presented by Jack Valenti, Chair
of the TV Rating Implementation Group, on January 17, 1997. The rating symbol on the TV
screen does not provide sufficient content information so that parents can make decisions about
what is appropriate TV programming for their children. Parents do not want the TV industry to

interpret what is best for their children. Parents want to make those choices themselves based on
gntent information about the program.

The FCC, by law, is required to determine whether the industry's rating system has met statutory
quirements of the Telecommunications Act of 1996. We do not believe this system does so and
ask that the FCC not approve the industry's rating system. We request the following:

*That the FCC should not approve the industry's rating system and should accept no rating system
that does not include content information about programs such as V (for violence), S (sexual
depiction and nudity) and L (for lauguage);

*That the FCC require a V-chip band broad enough that would allow parents to receive more than
one rating system;

*That the rating icon on the TV screen be made larger, more prominently placed on the screen,
and appear more frequently during the course of the program;

*That the rating board be independent of the industry and the FCC and that'it include parents;
and

*That any rating system goproved by the FCC be ¢

aluated by independent research to determine
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Thi§ letter is written on behalf of the Nationa) PTA and the Andrews ElementaryPTA of
Portland, Texas to voice opposition to the v-chip rating system as presented by Jack Valenti, Chair
of the TV Rating Implementation Group, on January 17, 1997. The rating symbol on the TV
screen does not provide sufficient content information so that parents can make decisions about
what is appropriate TV programming for their children. Parents do not want the TV industry to

interpret what is best for their children. Parents want to make those choices themselves based on
gntent information about the program.

e FCC, by law, is required to determine whether the industry's rating system has met statutory
réquirements of the Telecommunications Act of 1996. We do not believe this system does so and
ask that the FCC not approve the industry's rating system. We request the following:

*That the FCC should not approve the industry’s rating system and should accept no rating system
that does not include content information about programs such as V (for violence), S (sexual
depiction and nudity) and L (for language);

*That the FCC require a V-chip band broad enough that would allow parents to receive more than
one rating system;

*That the rating icon on the TV screen be made larger, more prominently placed on the screen,
and appear more frequently during the course of the program;

*That the rating board be independent of the industry and the FCC and that it include parents;
and

*That any rating system g
if it meets the needs of par

gproved by the FCC be evaluated by independent research to determine
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§ letter is written on behalf of the National PTA and the Andrews Elementary-PTA of
Portland, Texas to voice opposition to the v-chip rating system as presented by Jack Valenti, Chair
of the TV Rating Implementation Greup, on January 17, 1997, The rating symbol on the TV
screen does not provide sufficient content information so that parents can make decisions about
what is appropriate TV programming for their children. Parents do net want the TV industry to

interpret what is best for their children. Parents want to make those choices themselves based on
gntent information about the program.

Tbe FCC, by law, is required to determine whether the industry's rating system has met statutory
;‘" uirements of the Telecommunications Act of 1996. We do not believe this system does so and
ask that the FCC not approve the industry’'s rating system. We request the following:

*That the FCC should not approve the industry's rating system and should accept no rating system
that does not include content information about programs such as V (for violence), S (sexual
depiction and nudity) and L (for language);

*That the FCC require a V-chip band broad enough that would allow parents to receive more than
one rating system;

*That the rating icon on the TV screen be made larger, more prominently placed on the screen,
and appear more frequently during the course of the program;

*That the rating board be independent of the industry and the FCC and that it include parents;
and

*That any rating system g
if it meets the needs of par:

pnroved by the FCC be evaluated by independent research to determine
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Thi¥ letter is written on behalf of the National PTA and the Andrews Elementary-PTA of
Portland, Texas to voice opposition to the v-chip rating system as presented by Jack Valenti, Chair
of the TV Rating Implementation Group, on January 17, 1997. The rating symbol on the TV
screen does not provide sufficient content information so that parents can make decisions about
what is appropriate TV programming for their children. Parents do not want the TV industry to

mterpret what is best for their children. Parents want to make those choices themselves based on
gntent information about the program.

The FCC, by law, is required to determine whether the industry's rating system has met statutory
requirements of the Telecommunications Act of 1996. We do not believe this system does so and
ask that the FCC not approve the industry's rating system. We request the following:

*That the FCC should not approve the industry's rating system and should accept no rating system
that does not include content information about programs such as V (for violence), S (sexual
depiction and nudity) and L (for language);

*That the FCC require a V-chip band broad enough that would allow parents to receive more than
one rating system;

*That the rating icon on the TV screen be made larger, more prominently placed. on the screen,
and appear more frequently during the course of the program;

*That the rating board be independent of the industry and the FCC and thatit iticlude parents;
and

*That any rating system goproved by the FCC be ¢
if it meets the needs of par
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hairm%m Hundt and Commissioners:
CS Docket No. 97-55, FCC 97-34

% letter is written on behalf of the National PTA and the Andrews:ElenentaryPTA of
Portland, Texas to voice opposition to the v-chip rating system as presented by Jack Valenti, Chair
of the TV Rating Implementation Group, on January 17, 1997. The rating symbol on the TV
screen does not provide sufficient content information so that parents can make decisions about
what is appropriate TV programming for their children. Parents do not want the TV industry to
mterpret what is best for their children. Parents want to make those choices themselves based on
gntent information about the program.

The FCC, by law, is required to determine whether the industry's rating system has met statutory
equirements of the Telecommunications Act of 1996. We do not believe this system does so and
ask that the FCC not approve the industry's rating system. We request the following:

*That the FCC should not approve the industry's rating system and should accept no rating system
that does not include content information about programs such as V (for violence), S (sexual
depiction and nudity) and L (for language);

*That the FCC require a V-chip band broad enough that would allow parents to receive more than
one rating system;

*That the rating icon on the TV screen be made larger, more prominently placed on the screen,
and appear more frequently during the course of the program;

*That the rating board be independent of the industry and the FCC and that'it include parents;
and

*That any rating system g
if it meets the needs of par

pproved by the FCC be ¢
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